
 Keeping Loose tidy 

The more 

obser-

vant 

among 

you may 

have 

noticed 

that the 

village 

and surrounding lanes are look-

ing a lot tidier lately.  This isn’t 

because the litter-louts have 

had a change of heart and are 

taking their rubbish home with 

them, but because Loose resi-

dent Norman Moore is picking it 

up and disposing of it properly. 

Norman, who moved to Well 

Street four years ago, said:  ‘I 

used to live further down the 

valley and helped with the 

clearance of Hayle Mill, Heron 

Pond etc.  I got into the habit of 

picking up litter every time I 

went out and it made such a 

difference.’ 

There is less of a problem here 

in Loose but there are still trou-

ble spots, including Busbridge 

Road and the southern end of 

Old Loose Hill.  ‘I have to walk 

my dogs every day anyway, so I 

might as well make myself use-

ful.  The litter picker tool makes 

it easier on my back too!’ 

In 2011 Loose Parish Council 

was awarded a  £10,000 Com-

munity Wildlife Lottery Grant.  

A large proportion of this 

money is to be used to de-silt 

the millpond  adjacent to 

Brooks Field (you can see from 

the old picture above how much 

of the millpond has been lost). 

The work was started at the 

beginning of January. 

The build-up of silt has allowed 

reeds and grasses to colonise 

what was once a much wider 

and deeper waterway.  Today, 

this growth provides a valuable 

habitat for water fowl and small 

mammals and a large propor-

tion of it will be retained, but 

the de-silting work is essential if 

the millpond is not to be lost 

altogether. 

Brooks Field and millpond are 

important features of the village 

and LAA has agreed to support 

the project financially by under-

writing the removal from 

Brooks Field of approximately 

350 cubic metres of silt which 

will be dredged from the pond.  

 It is estimated that the cost will 

be in the region of £3,000.  The 

silt will be removed in the 

spring, when it has dried out.  

We are grateful for the pledge 

of £500 from Loose Swiss 

Scouts towards this cost.   

Time to renew 

your member-

ship  
For many years, annual 

memberships started from 

the date an application 

form and payment were 

received.  However this 

made administration very 

difficult so over the last 

two years we have been 

working towards standard-

ising annual memberships 

to start on 1st January each 

year.  You will find a mem-

bership form for comple-

tion on the back page, or 

alternatively you can re-

new on the website. 
 

Online standing orders  

Many members find paying 

their subscription by stand-

ing order more convenient, 

and now we can offer that 

facility online on our web-

site too, using your credit 

or debit card.  There is also 

a standing order form on 

the back page of this news-

letter if you wish to pay via 

your bank account. 

Brooks Field and Millpond 
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The land management sub com-

mittee has now devised a strat-

egy which will be used to priori-

tise work  in the valley during 

the coming year.  
 

Recent work 

During November a diseased 

Ash tree which was growing 

alongside the stile that leads to  

Bockingford was removed.  The 

stile, which had been vandal-

ised in October, was replaced 

with a ramblers’ gate and con-

tractors also replaced a section 

of stock proof fencing from the 

new gate to the top of Limekiln 

Shaw which marks the end of 

LAA owned land.  
 

 

Tree work 

Two diseased trees are sched-

uled to be removed early in the 

new year.  A number of others 

have been marked for removal 

or pruning, subject  to planning 

permission.  We hope to work 

on this during January and 

February.  To replace these 

losses and augment stocks we 

are working with the Kent Men 

of the Trees to plant a number 

of indigenous tree species in 

Rainbow Meadow in March.  
 

Hebridean sheep 

Now that fencing and stile 

repairs have been completed in 

Limekiln Meadow we have 

moved the flock into this area.   

They have become a familiar 

sight in the valley and continue 

to thrive.   

Working parties 

Since September, the working 

parties have been concentrat-

ing on removing brambles from 

Limekiln Shaw.  Considerable 

progress has been made and 

the work continues on the third 

Sunday of every month.   You 

are very welcome to join us.  

We start at 10.00am and finish 

around 1.00pm.   

 

To forestall this possibility 

we have applied to English 

Heritage to have the cul-

vert listed as an historical 

asset on the National Heritage 

List for England.   We have also 

applied for the haul stones on 

Old Loose Hill and the mounting 

blocks on Loose Green and in 

Church Street to be listed. 

The process takes about six 

months and if successful these 

important landmarks in the 

village will be protected and 

conserved for future genera-

tions.  

  The Loose Village Heritage and 

Environment sub-committee 

was formed last year.  The first 

task Phil Matthews, Trish 

Pringle, Catherine Collett and 

Phil Bishop tackled was to put 

together a new edition of 

‘9ȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ [ƻƻǎŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩ by 

Roger Thornburgh, which has 

been out of print for many 

years.  The book will be avail-

able from mid-February. 

‘Spreading the workload of the 

Association by the means of sub

-committees means no one 

person gets snowed under, and 

lots of people can do their bit to 

help’ said chairman Terry Davis. 

The sub committee also moni-

tors planning applications in the 

Conservation Area, has forged 

links with the Loose Area His-

tory Society and has been in-

strumental in our listing appli-

cation to English Heritage (see 

left).     

Save our culvert! 

The open ragstone culvert, 

which can be found outside 

Brook House on Old Loose Hill 

(near the Chequers), is in a very 

bad state 

of disre-

pair.  Cars 

regularly 

park too 

close, 

causing a 

great 

deal of 

damage, 

and large 

sections of the ragstone retain-

ers on the pavement side have 

become dislodged. 
 

 The culvert is all that remains 

of the original lane into the 

valley, but it seems only a mat-

ter of time before this unique 

feature, now quite rare in 

southern England, has deterio-

rated to such an extent that it 

will be declared a hazard and 

filled in. 
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It seems only a 

matter of time 

before this unique 

feature, now quite 

rare in southern 

England, has 

deteriorated to such 

an extent that it will 

be considered a 

hazard and filled in. 

New sub-committee  
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The year got off to a busy start 

with the annual Easter Egg 

Hunt, held for the first time in 

Brooks Field.  Around 150 chil-

dren, plus accompanying adults, 

had a great time searching for 

milk bottle tops which they 

exchanged for Cadburys Crème 

Eggs.   

The Duck Race in May was our  

busiest and most profitable to 

date.  A marquee for children’s 

entertainment was provided by 

All Saints Church and we hired a 

cup and saucer ride which was 

busy all day! 

The senior citizens’ tea party on 

11th June was enjoyed by 50  

Loose residents, but the trip to 

Royal Ascot on 17th June was 

marred  by torrential rain.  Eve-

ryone gamely tried to enjoy 

themselves but it’s hard when 

your fascinator has collapsed 

and your heels are disappearing 

into the mud! 

Last year’s open air Shake-

speare production in July, Ψ¢ƘŜ 

/ƻƳŜŘȅ ƻŦ 9ǊǊƻǊǎΩ, was enjoyed 

by almost 200 people, courtesy 

of Elly and Cairns Nelson at Vale 

House. 

September, and the second 

Loose Scarecrow Festival.  

Again, the Festival was em-

braced by the whole village, 

with some amazing creations 

enjoyed by 1,000 people 

through the week.   

First place went to Buzz and 

Buzz  in Vale Road, by Ian 

Greenfield and Julie Holmes, 

second was Spiderman by Al-

ison and Nick 

Brown in Mill 

Street and 

third place 

went to Loose 

Infant School 

with their 

Rainbow 

Band. 

The 2012 

calendar was launched  in Octo-

ber at the Chequers.  Ralph 

Steadman, who created the 

artwork for the calendar, was 

on hand to sign copies and the 

pub was packed!  The calendar 

has sold well this year and has 

made a good profit. 

In December the first Best 

Dressed Christmas Window 

competition was won by Tim 

and Mandy Day at Spring Cot-

tage, Well Street.  We also or-

ganized a Children’s Christmas 

Party at the Pavilion, complete 

with Father Christmas. 

 

At Christmas 

Carols 

Around the 

Tree on 15th 

December 

we enjoyed 

milder 

weather 

than in the previous two years.  

Even so the hot mince pies and 

mulled wine were very enthusi-

astically enjoyed by all!    

A review of the year 

can’t pass without a 

mention of all the hard 

work that has gone into 

making it yet another 

success, both in terms of 

fund raising and commu-

nity involvement.   

We depend on volun-

teers to make the events hap-

pen, balance the books, keep 

the valley in good order, pro-

tect the conservation area, sell 

the calendar and merchandise, 

manage the website, prepare 

the newsletter, manage mem-

berships, keep a watchful eye 

on planning, bake cakes, put 

the marquee up...the list goes 

on. 

If you feel you can spare some 

time, even if it’s just a little, 

please think about lending a 

hand.  Contact details are on 

the back page. 

Sunday 8th July: Fun Run through 

Loose Valley, a  new event for us.  

There will be runs of three and six 

kilometres, all off road.  

Saturday 21st July:  Loose Open 

Air Shakespeare.  This year the 

play is Ψ!ǎ ¸ƻǳ [ƛƪŜ LǘΩ 

Saturday 15th September to 

Sunday 23rd September: Loose 

Scarecrow Festival 

 

Wednesday 17th October: Loose 

Amenities Association AGM. 

Thursday 13th December: Carols 

Around the Tree in the garden of 

Tylers, by kind permission of 

Chris Daws. 

Saturday 15th December: Chil-

dren’s Christmas Party at George 

V Pavilion.  

 

2012 Events 
Monday 9th April:  Easter Egg 

Hunt in Brooks Field for children 

from one to eleven years old.   

Saturday 28th April: Senior Citi-

zen’s Tea Party at George V Pavil-

ion.   

Monday 4th June: Loose Duck 

Race, Brooks Field and stream.  

First race at 2pm.   

Review of 2011 
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Ψ9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƎŀƳŜƭȅ 

tried to enjoy 

ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ 

hard when your 

fascinator has 

collapsed and your 

heels are 

disappearing into 

ǘƘŜ ƳǳŘΗΩ 
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MEMBERSHIP AND/OR DONATION FORM 

Type of membership (please circle which you would prefer) 

Family £5.00 minimum || Single £2.50 minimum || Senior Citizen £1.00 

minimum 

Payable by cheque, cash, postal order or standing order (form below). 

Please accept my membership fee/donation of £………………….. 

Name: 

Address: 

  

Post Code: 

Telephone number: 

Email address: 

 

STANDING ORDER MANDATE 

To the Manager 

Your bank or building society name here: 

Their address here: 

  

Please pay HSBC Bank, 1-5 Week Street, Maidstone, Kent ME14 1QW 

For the credit of Loose Amenities Association 

Account number 91204734 

Sort Code 40-31-06 

The sum of  £ 

Commencing on the 1st January and every year thereafter on the same 

date until further notice and debit my account accordingly 

Your account name: 

Your account number: 

Your bank’s sort code: 

  

Complete and return Membership Form and/or Standing order mandate to our regis-

tered address shown at the top of the column on the left, marked for the attention of 

the Membership Secretary. 

Contact us 
Registered address: 

Springdale 

Church Street 

Loose ME15 0BX 
  

Website: 

www.loose-amenities.org.uk 
  

Hon. Secretary:  

 07765 406656  
  

Membership: 

01622 743676 
  

Valley Work Parties: 

01622 743411 
  

General enquiries: 

info@loose-amenities.org.uk 

01622 747058 
  

You can join Loose Amenities 

Association, renew your 

membership, make a 

donation or buy tickets for 

events with your credit/debit 

card on our website:  

www.loose-amenities.org.uk  

Secure, fast and easy to use. 

 

 

Newsletter compiled by 

Catherine Kenny 

01622 747058 

 


